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Dear fellow-transportologists,  

It is hard to believe that it has been five years since the “International  

Transmembrane Transporter Society” was founded in Cancun, Mexico. I am 

delighted to say that our fledgling society continues to evolve in major ways. 

Perhaps the greatest note is the inaugural meeting of ITTS, “The Transporter 

Transition,” being held in Vienna in September. Save the date ITTS 2018, 

September 18-21! Important details can be found within this newsletter. Our 

society is also keenly aware of diversity and inclusion in all of our activities. 

We successfully achieved this goal by programming equal numbers of  

female and male speakers in our inaugural meeting. Moreover, at our recent 

business meeting, held in San Diego at the Experimental Biology, Professor 

Renae Ryan was elected to the Executive Committee of ITTS as our first  

Diversity and Inclusion Officer. Congratulations Renae! I’m also happy to  

report that ITTS was a guest society at this years’ Experimental Biology 

Meeting where we co-sponsored, with the American Society of  

Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics (ASPET), the “Nancy  

Zahniser Memorial Symposium” in honor of our great colleague. This special 

symposium, organized by ITTS, was a huge success. You will find a short 

report within this newsletter. 

Let’s get “tweeting.” Thanks to Renae Ryan and Aurelio Galli, ITTS now has 

a Twitter account. Established less than three weeks ago, there is already a 

hive of activity with over 40 followers. If you haven’t checked it out already, 

go to Twitter, search for @ITTS_Cure and follow us. 

Finally, I encourage you to renew your membership (details within), and to 

spread the word to your colleagues and trainees to help build our  

membership. I encourage all transmembrane transporter researchers, in  

academic, industry, and/or the clinic to join ITTS during this exciting time in 

the evolution of your transporter society. 

president 
Harald Sitte 
President 

https://twitter.com/
https://twitter.com/ITTS_Cure
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ITTS is now on Twitter: @ITTS_Cure 

Please follow us for transporter related news and information! 

ITTS is committed to creating a diverse and inclusive environment for our  

members and recognizes the value in supporting all of our members and hearing 

from diverse voices. We will establish an Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion policy, 

report diversity data annually, and strive to represent the diversity of our  

membership in the committee and chairs/speakers at ITTS meetings and  

symposia. To facilitate these activities, Professor Renae Ryan from the  

University of Sydney has been elected as our inaugural Diversity and Inclusion 

Officer. 

Renae, who studies amino acid transporters, is the Academic Director of the  

Science in Australia Gender Equity (SAGE) Program at the University of Sydney 

and Chair of the Sydney Medical School Gender Equality Committee. Renae  

received her PhD from the University of Sydney in 2004. After working as a  

postdoctoral fellow at Columbia University and the National Institutes of Health in 

the USA, Renae returned to the University of Sydney in 2010 where she is now a Professor of  

Biochemical Pharmacology in the Sydney Medical School. She leads a research team that investigates 

the molecular mechanisms of amino acid transporters and their role in diseases such as  

episodic ataxia, chronic pain, and cancer. 

Introducing new Diversity and Inclusion Officer 

Professor Renae Ryan 

https://twitter.com/ITTS_Cure
https://twitter.com/ITTS_Cure
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An update on the ITTS Inaugural Conference: 
“The Transporter Transition” 

We issued a call for symposia proposals for the ITTS inaugural conference which will take place in the 

Medical University of Vienna Clinics for Dentistry, September 18-21, 2018. 

We were seeking novel and exciting proposals from investigators with a research focus on any aspect of 

transmembrane transporters. Individual proposals that are integrative and inclusive of multiple  

disciplines (e.g. molecular pharmacology, neurochemistry, animal behavior, and clinical studies) were 

especially desirable. We received a great number of proposals, 21. However, we are only able to  

accommodate 10 symposia and 2 early career scientist sessions (which will feature 12 short oral  

presentations). Therefore, we were forced to send all the proposals out for review—and the review panel 

consisted of the Steering Committee of ITTS, the ITTS counselors and the PIs of SFB35 (as the  

co-organizer). The reviewers were asked to judge all assigned proposals according to gender, seniority 

(a mix of junior and senior faculty) and geographic location (i.e. not all speakers coming from the same 

institution) - as previously outlined in the call for symposium proposals. Both the balance (diversity of 

speakers) and scientific excellence of the proposal has been considered key criteria in the final selection 

process. We ended up with 10 excellent proposals and also a perfect match with respect to our goals. 

You can find a glimpse of the program by clicking here! 

Furthermore, we are happy to announce that four leaders in the field have accepted our invitation to be 

our plenary lecturers: Susan G. Amara, United States of America; Thomas Jentsch, Germany; Satoshi 

Murakami, Japan; and Christine Ziegler, Germany. 

Please remember that the deadline for registration is June 29—and the availability of rooms is limited 

during that time of year—with three conferences running parallel in Vienna exactly during that week. 

Importantly, we plan to support early career scientists (i.e. PhD-students, postdoctoral fellows up to 5 

years after obtaining PhD) by issuing grants to support their attendance. The amount of the grant cannot 

be set at this early stage as we have applied for a larger grant already—and the outcome is still open. 

However, the plan is that we support young investigators selected for a short oral presentation not only 

by waiving the registration fee (given that they are ITTS members in good standing) but also by  

subsidizing travel and accommodation, in part at least. All other young investigators will be supported by 

waiving the registration fee. Needless to say that this is only possible in case we receive a fair amount of 

funding… Moreover, the registration fee of all ITTS members participating in the conference either as 

chair person or speaker in any session will be waived. 

Further meeting details will be posted on the ITTS website as they become available. ITTS members will 

be notified by email when updated are made. 

http://www.ittsociety.org/itts-events/2018/9/23/itts-conference-2018-vienna-rrckb
http://www.ittsociety.org/
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The Nancy Zahniser Memorial Symposium 
“The Dopamine Transporter in Health and Disease” 

ASPET 2018 Annual Meeting 

San Diego, CA 

The first national ITTS symposium took place on Sunday, April 22, 2018 as part of the Annual ASPET 

meeting in San Diego, CA. The well-attended session honored Nancy Zahniser’s extensive and  

impactful contributions to the dopamine transporter field, and her dedication to mentoring junior  

scientists. The symposium was chaired by ITTS Executive Officers Lynette Daws (ITTS Vice-President) 

and Habibeh Khoshbouei (ITTS Secretary/Treasurer), and featured presentations by internationally  

renown dopamine transporter researchers, including Drs. Susan Amara (National Institute on Mental 

Health), Lynette Daws (University of Texas Health Science Center/San Antonio), Ulrik Gether (University 

of Copenhagen), Margaret Gnegy (University of Michigan) and Aurelio Galli (University of  

Alabama/Birmingham). In keeping with Dr. Zahniser’s commitment to mentorship, the symposium also 

welcomed presentations from two doctoral students: Felix Mayer (Sitte laboratory, Medical University of 

Vienna) and Phillip Mackie (Khoshbouei laboratory, University of Florida). Topics ranged from exciting 

new advanced in amphetamine’s actions (Amara, Daws, Gnegy), a peripheral role for dopamine 

transport in the immune system (Mackie), linkage between the gut and neuropsychiatric disorders (Galli), 

and super-resolution approaches to study dopamine transporters in normal and disease states (Gether). 

We would like to thank the co-Chairs for organizing this exciting event, and our members and  

attendees for supporting ITTS. 
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ITTS Business Meeting, San Diego, CA, USA, 22 April 2018 
Marriott Marquis and Marina 

Minutes prepared by Drs. Sitte and Daws. 

Attendees: A total of 25 attendees including: Susan Amara, Melodi Bowman, Lucia Carvelli, 

Lynette Daws (Vice President, President elect), Annette Fleckenstein, Jamie Foster, Aurelio Galli, Ulrik 

Gether, T. Lee Gilman, Margaret Gnegy, Susan Ingram, Habibeh Khoshbouei (Secretary/Treasurer),  

Felix Mayer, Haley Melikian (immediate Past president), Renae Ryan, Balazs Sarkadi (Vice Present, 

President elect-elect), Harald Sitte (President), Bruno Stieger, Roxanne Vaughan. 

President, Harald Sitte, called meeting to order at ~12:30pm. 

1. Membership numbers and finance report 

Dr. Sitte reported that membership has increased over the last year threefold, hitting some 70 members 

in good standing. Dr. Melikian reported a balance of close to $6,000 in the ITTS account. It was  

emphasized that membership is renewable annually. An email blast to members, and inclusion of this 

information in the upcoming newsletter, will be delivered to current members, and members past due in 

payment. 

2. Introduction of a diversity officer 

Dr. Sitte raised the important issue of “breaking the glass ceiling” and how our young society can help 

increase awareness of balance of cultural, ethnical, and gender diversity. As a result, the ITTS executive 

committee put forward a motion to introduce a diversity officer (DO). This motion was unanimously  

approved. Dr. Sitte moved that Dr. Renae Ryan, University of Sydney, Professor of Biochemical  

Pharmacology, School of Medical Science, Academic Director of SAGE Chair, Sydney Medical School 

Gender Equity Committee, be the ITTS inaugural DO. Dr. Ryan accepted the nomination to serve as DO 

for ITTS. There was unanimous vote for the nomination. Dr. Ryan will serve as DO of ITTS. 

3. Rotation of executive officers and council 

Preparation of the succession of a) secretary-treasurer (following Habibeh Khoshbouei), b) counselors 

(Suguiyama, Carrasco, Gether), c) Vice President (following Lyn Daws). Calls for nominations to fill 

these positions will be sent in the next newsletter, and in a member email blast. 

4. Preparation of the next newsletter 

The next newsletter is set for distribution in mid-May. Secretary/Treasurer, Habibeh Khoshbouei will lead 

this project. 

 

...continued on page 6 
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ITTS Business Meeting, San Diego, CA, USA, 22 April 2018 
...continued from page 5 

5. Report on the preparation of the ITTS meeting 

Organization of the inaugural conference of the ITTS in Vienna (September 18-21, 2018, “The  

Transporter Transition”) is well underway. Dr. Sitte reported the current status of the meeting  

organization. Plenary lectures and symposia are in place (and include a top notch cast of speakers 

spanning the diverse cross-section of transporter biology). Registrations for the meeting are a little slow. 

Dr. Sitte encouraged those present to register and book hotel rooms very soon, emphasizing that Vienna 

is filling up quickly due to diverse, parallel conferences at that time. Dr. Sitte also asked for opinions 

about the Thursday evening event for the meeting: (i) wine, cheese and posters (constituting a third 

poster session), or (ii) a cultural event at the Josephinum with the “Anschluss” exhibition and the  

medicinal-historical collections. Members present voted unanimously for the latter. 

6. Miscellaneous 

Dr. Sitte suggested that ITTS follow the GRC format, whereby at the business meeting at ITTS 2018, we 

have volunteers already identified and willing to organize the next meeting of this biennial ITTS  

conference series. Members present voiced that the meeting should alternate between Europe, the US, 

and Australasia. 

Meeting adjourned ~1:30pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BECOME A MEMBER. RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP  

OR JOIN ITTS NOW 

Payment can be made by credit card (via PayPal) or by check. Details 

on how to pay can be found at http://www.ittsociety.org/join-itts/ 

http://www.ittsociety.org/join-itts/
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Upcoming Transporter Conferences 2018 

If you know of an upcoming transporter conference not listed here, please let us know by  

sending an email here.  For more conference information and direct links to all conference  

websites, visit the ITTS website: http://www.ittsociety.org/itts-events/ 

 

 

June 10-25, 2018 Grand Summit Hotel at Sunday River, Newry, ME, USA. 

Gordon Research: Mechanisms of Membrane Transport: Transmembrane Transporters in Health to  

Disease 

Chair: Harald H. Sitte, Vice-Chair: Aurelio Galli 

(http://www.grc.org/programs.aspx?id=12737) 

Application deadline: May 13, 2018 

Associated Gordon Research Seminar: 

Chairs: Alice Verchere & Aparna Shekar 

(http://www.grc.org/programs.aspx?id=17203) 

 

July 22-27, 2018 Bryant University, Smithfield, RI, USA. 

Gordon Research Conference: Drug Resistance. Looking for Common Themes and Solutions in Drug 

Resistance for Cancer, Infectious Disease, and Agriculture. 

Chairs: Jared A. Silverman & Juswinder Singh, Vice-Chair: Michael H. Cynamon 

Application deadline: June 24, 2018 

 

September 18-21, 2018 Medical University Vienna, Vienna, Austria. 

Inaugural Symposium of the International Transmembrane Transporter Society  

“Transmembrane Transporters in Health and Disease” (www.ittsociety.org/) 

 

 

mailto:ittsociety@ittsociety.org
http://www.ittsociety.org/itts-events/
http://www.grc.org/programs.aspx?id=12737
http://www.grc.org/programs.aspx?id=17203
http://www.ittsociety.org/
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Call for Officers 
Officers completing terms: 

Secretary/Treasurer, Habibeh Khoshbouei 

Vice President, Lynette Daws (will assume Presidency January 1, 2019, when Harald Sitte completes 

his term as President to become immediate past President) 

Councilors, Nancy Carrasco, Ulrik Gether, and Yuichi Suguiyama 

Thus, we are seeking nominations for the following positions (self-nominations welcome): 

Secretary/Treasurer, Vice President, 3 Councilors, and 2 Associate Councilors 

A description of the terms and duties for each of these positions, as appears in the ITTS  

constitution, is below. Please note that the two Vice Presidents cannot be from the same  

continent. Therefore, the VP replacing Lyn Daws, cannot be from Europe. 

The Vice-Presidents shall each be elected for a term of four years, with no re-election to that position. 

The Vice-President positions cannot be simultaneously held by individuals based in the same continent. 

Their duties consist of arranging the scientific and social program of dinner/mixer meetings of the  

Society, advising the President, and assisting with general operations of the Society including  

membership drives and production of a biannual newsletter. Vice-Presidents will be elected such that 

their terms are two-years out of cycle. 

The Secretary/Treasurer shall be elected for a term of four years, with the possibility of one re-election to 

that position. His/her duties consist of maintaining the record of the Society and its membership and  

handling the overall financial affairs of the Society.  Furthermore, he/she shall actively encourage  

persons interested in transporter research to become members of the Society. He/she shall be  

responsible for a regular Newsletter to be sent to all members. 

Councilors shall each be elected for a term of four years, with the possibility of one re-election to that  

position. Their duties consist of serving on the Executive Committee, and assisting the President and 

Vice-Presidents in the organization of dinner meetings of the Society and in other such activities as are 

necessary for the operation of the Society. 

Associate Councilors shall each be elected for a term of four years. Associate Councilors will be new  

investigators with less than 10 years of experience after obtaining their advanced degree (i.e. Ph.D., 

M.D., etc.). Their duties consist of serving on the Executive Committee, and assisting the President and 

Vice-Presidents in the organization of dinner meetings of the Society and in such other activities as are 

necessary for the operation of the Society. 

Nominations will close September 1, 2018. Please email your nomination,  

together with curriculum vitae of nominee to ittsociety@ittsociety.org. 

mailto:ittsociety@ittsociety.org
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